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Proudly Connecting Your
River Val ley



At the time of publishing this report, we are two years into the
COVID-19 pandemic. 



During this time, perhaps more than ever, the sense of calm
that comes from being out in the natural setting of the river

valley brings a much-needed solace during these stressful days. 



This once again reaffirms the value and importance of the work
of the RVA to connect people of all ages and abilities to this

wonderful gem in our own backyards. 

Prepared February 2022 by the River Val ley Al l iance



Design and layout by Makennah Walker



Additional  photos by Harmony Wolgemuth, Sandy
Koroll ,  Mark Gibbons,  Aaron Falkenberg,  Yao Zahang  

and Keith Moore

Treaty 6
We respectfully acknowledge that we are located within Treaty

6 territory, and Métis Nation of Alberta Region 4. We
acknowledge this land as the traditional home for many
Indigenous Peoples including the Cree, Blackfoot, Métis,

Nakota Sioux, Dene, Saulteaux, Anishinaabe, Inuit and many
others whose histories, languages, and cultures continue to

influence our vibrant community.



“Trails connect us with nature,
community and ourselves.” 
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MESSAGE FROM THE
BOARD CHAIR

KATHERINE O'NEILL, CHAIR

When you think about the world's great trails, what comes to mind? 
Cabot? West Coast? Camino De Santigo? 

In 2021, the River Valley Alliance (RVA) began the important and long-awaited
process of finally naming our 100 km trail that will stretch from Devon in the
west to Fort Saskatchewan in the east. We're in search of a single, unifying
name that tells the story of this spectacular natural wonder and one we can
proudly share with the world.

For more than 20 years, work has been underway on this ambitious and
exciting regional project to connect the six municipalities by one single
pedestrian trail that runs beside the meandering North Saskatchewan River.
While the trail itself is still not complete (about 25 kms remain), our municipal
shareholders unanimously agreed to begin the naming process. That work is
expected to wrap-up in 2022 and has already involved extensive community
consultation and research, including with Indigenous leaders and
representatives in our region. 

This process couldn't be happening at a better time. The trail system has seen
record levels of use during the COVID-19 pandemic. People are either
discovering or rediscovering this beautiful outdoor jewel of our region. At
18,000 acres, the North Saskatchewan river valley park system is 22 times the
size of Central Park in New York and is open year-round, 24 hours a day, rain
or shine. 

It's a great honour to lead the RVA at such a key point in its history as we
work to finally complete a dream that has been 24 years in the making.  
Thanks to our shareholders, federal and provincial funders, board of
directors, committee volunteers, RVA ambassadors and stakeholders for
continuing to support the RVA and this important regional project.
 
Thanks also to our staff, led by RVA Executive Director Kristine Archibald.
This small but mighty team is passionate about this legacy project and helps
coordinate everything from our volunteers to social media channels to the
free monthly nature walks held throughout the trail system.
  
Lastly, thanks to Guy Bridgeman, the former RVA chair for his long-standing
and loyal service to the board.  
 
See you out on the trail! 



MESSAGE FROM THE
EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR

KRISTINE ARCHIBALD, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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2021 was a continuation of fostering virtual connections with individuals,
community groups, Indigenous stakeholders and our funding partners
within the federal, provincial and municipal governments. One of the most
important connections though, was the one we could still do in-person,
connect with nature. This past year once again highlighted how vital
connections to nature and access to green spaces are for everyone,
regardless of age, ability, cultural background or socioeconomic status.
There is a growing number of studies to support the concept that spending
time in nature is not only beneficial to physical fitness, but crucial to our
mental health, with Canadian health care providers beginning to prescribe
“time spent in nature” to relieve a wide variety of conditions, from diabetes
to high blood pressure, ADHD, anxiety and depression.
 
We couldn’t agree more, and are thrilled to be making considerable progress
toward our primary goal of connecting a 100 km multi use pedestrian trail
through 6 municipalities that border the North Saskatchewan River in the
Metro-Edmonton Region. With the completion of the Hwy 15 Underslung
Pedestrian Bridge in the northeast and the upcoming pedestrian bridge
linking trails in the City of Edmonton to those in Strathcona County, we will
soon have 75% connectivity. Having reached this key milestone, our
municipal shareholders agreed it was time to identify a unifying trail name,
one that speaks to the rich history of the region and considers the
importance of the river valley to the Indigenous Nations and Communities
that have called it home for thousands of years. This initiative began in mid-
2021 and is slated to culminate in late 2022.  

As we enter a new year, we look toward the updated goals defined within
our 3 Year Strategic Plan that are described in more detail within this
Annual Report. We enthusiastically continue to add to the quality of life for
both residents and visitors, as our growing trail increases active
transportation routes, tourism opportunities beyond our borders,
reconciliation with Indigenous Nations and Communities through naming
and storytelling, and those vital connections to diversity within nature,
communities and ourselves. 

Thank you to our board and committees, shareholder municipalities, the
provincial and federal governments, Indigenous stakeholders, community
groups and the ever-expanding number of volunteers who continue to
contribute to the creation of this legacy that has been over 20 years in the
making.
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PROJECTS SUMMARY
Even with the continued uncertainty in 2021 due to the COVID-19 Pandemic, it was a busy year
of behind-the-scenes planning for new connections in the river valley, along with great
progress for ongoing projects and begining the process of identifying a unifying end-to-end
trail name.

Construction continues on the Highway 15 pedestrian bridge
Construction on the new “underslung” pedestrian bridge continues in conjunction with the
twinning of Highway 15, connecting Sturgeon County trails to those in the City of Fort
Saskatchewan. This will be a critical piece of infrastructure in achieving our regional
connectivity goal from Devon to Sturgeon County. The anticipated opening of this bridge is Fall
2022.

Design begins on the Edmonton to Strathcona Pedestrian Bridge
Preliminary design was completed on the Edmonton to Strathcona County Footbridge. This
critical piece of infrastructure will bring complete connectivity from Sturgeon County all the
way to the West Henday Anthony Bridge in Southwest Edmonton, pending final approval,
construction could begin in late 2022. 

Naming of the end-to-end trail 
A Trail Naming Committee was formed to identify a unifying name for the end-to-end trail.
This committee is made up of an appointed member from each municipality, includes two
members from the City of Edmonton Naming Committee, Indigenous representation and
public members with experience in areas such as tourism and marketing. 

New Stairs, Parkland County

New trail in Parkland County
The Riverside Parkland Trail has been completed, with the official opening anticipated for
Summer of 2022. This new trail adds 3 km of trail east along the river. It includes over 700
stairs up and down the bank and affords breathtaking vistas of the river. 
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WHAT'S AHEAD
The RVA’s priority areas include completion of connectivity through trails and key
infrastructure, trail naming and marking, and public engagement through social media and our
website. We also continue to work on advocating for funding for the Phase 2 Initiatives, which
will finally connect the 100km trail.

Land acquisition
The RVA will continue to investigate land access in the southwest quadrant (Rabbit Hill Creek
to West Anthony Henday Bridge) in order to fulfill the vision of a fully connected 100 km river
valley trail. Work will continue to secure access through rights-of-way and easements along
top-of-bank in areas that would be designated as environmental reserve.

Government grants
The RVA will continue to engage with the Provincial and Federal Governments to advocate for
funding of Phase 2 infrastructure that will result in a fully connected 100km river valley trail. 

Strategic plan
Our updated Strategic Plan sharpens the focus on the next steps needed to accomplish our
vision. In addition to identifying strategic priorities for advancing our work (funding, land
access, Phase 2 infrastructure), the updated plan re-affirmed the importance of connecting
people to the river valley regardless of age, ability, or socio-economic means. We also focussed
on communicating trail etiquette and balancing use with preserving and protecting this
amazing natural area.

Naming and Marking
The RVA is excited to be working toward identifying a unifying end-to-end trail name by
summer of 2022. Stay tuned!

https://rivervalley.ab.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/RVA-Strategic-Plan-Final-for-Web.pdf
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CONNECTING WITH COMMUNITY
Finding new ways to connect and engage with community continued to be important in 2021. Amidst
the collective uncertainty, many people have continued to find reprieve and joy in the river valley.
While we all adapted to a different daily life, the behind-the-scenes planning for new ways to
connect as a community continued. While large gatherings were still on hold, the RVA connected in
small groups when possible and continued to find more ways to engage within the virtual world.

COVID-19 and the Pivot to Connecting With Community Online

RVA Ambassador Program 
Over 110 people have signed up to be RVA Ambassadors since this program was piloted in March
2019. Ambassadors share their love of the river valley with others by promoting and raising
awareness of the trails, pedestrian bridges, and other RVA projects that make it easier for everyone
to connect. They do this through social media, by leading or supporting activities on the trails, and
by volunteering at RVA events. Thank you to all of the Ambassadors who lent a hand (or a voice) to
help celebrate the river valley and the work of the RVA! Over the summer the RVA was able to host
two ambassador meet-ups to engage and connect with this amazing group of volunteers.  

3210+
followers on Instagram, our most

popular social media platform

6700+
uses of the hashtag "#trekthetrails"

since its launch in 2018

Interactive Calendars
The 2021 Calendar highlighted trails and walks within all six of our partner municipalities, including
interactive QR codes. They continued to be a popular holiday gift within our trail community.
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Trail Trek How-To Blogs
An important component of the RVA’s Strategic Plan is to support respectful use of the trail system
by providing tools and resources to make it easy to share and enjoy it. In that spirit, last year the
RVA added videos on social media to support the Trek the Trails How-To Blogs. The blogs are
hosted on the organization’s website (rivervalley.ab.ca/trekthetrails) and feature how-to routes of
short and medium trail distances all set in these magical, natural surroundings - many of which
highlight RVA projects and other interesting geographical landmarks within the six RVA
shareholder municipalities. This continues to be the most popular of the online content produced
and distributed by the RVA. So be sure to check it out.

Hosted trail walks
RVA staff and committee members hosted five trail walks in 2021 to highlight RVA projects. All of
the walks were enthusiastically attended with great feedback from attendees. During the October
walk we explored the trail from Government House to MacKinnon Ravine. This walk was hosted by
RVA Board Chair Katherine O'Neill and RVA Volunteer Suzanne McAfee who shared the history of
the fight to save this area in the 1960s and 1970s from being transformed into a freeway. 

Over the Christmas Holidays and summer break the RVA held a 14-day virtual scavenger hunt that
featured 14 unique locations throughout the river valley, encouraging people to get out to explore
trails unfamiliar to them. Thanks to our scavenger hunt prize sponsors Track 'N Trail, Fast Trax,
Mud Sweat & Gears, Square 1 Coffee, Little Brick, Home Room Diner, Long Roof Brewing, Color De
Vino, Snow Valley, Sugar & Spice, Norma Dee's Kitchen, Transcend Coffee, The Colombian, Florida
Pizza & Steakhouse, YEG Coffee Pass, Edmonton Canoe, CanoeHeads, The Quarry Golf Course,
Cattail Crossing Golf Course, Lori Frank, Camp Yowochas.

https://www.instagram.com/trackntrail/
https://www.instagram.com/fasttraxrunski/
https://www.instagram.com/msgsherwoodpark/
https://www.instagram.com/square1coffee/
https://www.instagram.com/littlebrickyeg/
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GOVERNANCE 
AND STAFF
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Katherine O’Neill 

Chair

Municipal Directors
Councillor Wayne Bokenfohr, Sturgeon County / left October
Councillor Dan Derouin, Sturgeon County / joined October
Councillor Gurk Dhanoa, Town of Devon / joined October
Councillor Sarah Hamilton, City of Edmonton / left October
Councillor Gordon Harris, City of Fort Saskatchewan / left October
Councillor Michael Janz, City of Edmonton / joined October
Councillor AnnLisa Jensen, Parkland County / left October
Councillor Sandy Koroll, Town of Devon / left October
Councillor Sally Kucher Johnson, Parkland County / joined October
Councillor Patrick Noyen, City of Fort Saskatchewan / joined October
Councillor Aaron Paquette, City of Edmonton / left October
Councillor Robert Parks, Strathcona County 
Councillor Ashley Salvador, City of Edmonton / joined October

Directors at Large

Brad Armstrong, Strathcona County / joined April
Wendy Boje, Parkland County (CEC Chair Interim) / left November
Cathy Chichak, Strathcona County
Marcel Chichak, City of Edmonton 
Michael Gardiner, City of Edmonton / left April
Bob Horton, Strathcona County / left April
John McGladdery, Strathcona County
Mark McRae, City of Edmonton / joined April
Katherine O’Neill, City of Edmonton 
Margot Ross-Graham, City of Edmonton / joined April
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COMMITTEES
GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE
John McGladdery, Committee Chair 
Margot Ross-Graham / joined April
Katherine O’Neill, RVA Board Chair

Marcel Chichak, Committee Chair
Bob Horton, Committee Chair / left April
Brad Armstrong 
Pat Butler
Darryl Howery
Katherine O’Neill, RVA Board Chair
Kristine Archibald, RVA Executive Director (ex-officio)

Mark McRae, Committee Chair
Michael Gardiner, Committee Chair / left April
Neil Cockburn 
Katherine O’Neill, RVA Board Chair

IMPLEMENTATION COMMITTEE

FINANCE COMMITTEE

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
COMMITTEE
Wendy Boje, Parkland County, Interim Committee Chair / left November
Avelyn Nicol, Parkland County, Interim Committee Chair
Emilia Housch / joined February, left October
Grant Geldart, Town of Devon
Suzanne McAfee, City of Edmonton
Amanda Papadopoulos / joined April
Mike Pye, City of Edmonton / left May
Sean Schoenberger / joined April
Graham Taylor, City of Edmonton 
Maryann Woodman / joined October
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VOLUNTEERS

RVA AMBASSADORS
Thank you to the over 100 RVA Ambassadors that have signed up
since the ambassador program's launch. In 2021 we held two
ambassador meet ups to reconnect in person and put some faces
to names. We look forward to more in person events over the
coming year. Thank you for all of the social media shares. Keep up
the great work!

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
COMMITTEE
Thank you to our Community Engagement Committee members
for their continued dedication and support of the RVA through
community outreach! 
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STAFF
Kristine Archibald, Executive Director
Makennah Walker, Marketing and Communications Manager
Sydney Brown, Administrative Coordinator

SPECIAL THANKS
Phil Krysa, Principal, Architectural Works Inc
Ruth Stiksma, Corporate Support Group
Kyle Matheson, NetSmart
Trevor Tessier, Strong Coffee Marketing
Chris Schulte, King and Company Chartered Accountants
Sally Wu, King and Company Chartered Accountants
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SUMMARY OF FINANCIAL
STATEMENTS
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2nd Floor 4638 – 90A Ave NW

Edmonton, AB T6B 2P9

587-401-3355

contact@rivervalley.ab.ca

rivervalley.ab.ca

/rivervalleyall iance

@RiverValleyPark

@rivervalleyall iance



Trek the 
Trails


