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Land Acknowledgement: 
Amisk Wacîw Mêskanaw is a 100 km pedestrian trail connecting

six municipalities through the North Saskatchewan River
Valley: Parkland County, Devon, Edmonton, Strathcona County,

Fort Saskatchewan and Sturgeon County. The River Valley
Alliance acknowledges that the lands on which these

communities and trail reside are in Treaty Six Territory. We
deeply respect and wish to honour the diverse Indigenous

Peoples whose ancestors' footsteps have marked this territory
for centuries, including the nêhiyawak (Cree), Denesuliné

(Dene), Nahkawininiwak (Saultaux or Plains Ojibwe), Nakota
Isga (Nakota Sioux), and Niitsitapi (Blackfoot) Peoples. We

further acknowledge these lands as the Métis homeland and
the home of one of the largest communities of Inuit south of

the 60th parallel. 

01 |  Annual Report 2025



"The land is not just where we live — it is part of who we are. It
holds our history, our stories, our ancestors."

 - a commonly shared teaching across many Indigenous Nations
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This year marks a turning point for the River Valley Alliance, one of exciting
milestones, a building of momentum and a strengthened resolve. With 75% of
the Amisk Wacîw Mêskanaw Trail already complete and in active public use, we
are entering the most decisive phase of this project’s history: the push to finish
the final 25 kilometres and complete a continuous 100‑kilometre regional trail
system. 

The momentum behind this work has never been stronger. The opening of the
Strathcona County–Edmonton footbridges stands as a powerful symbol of what
coordinated regional action can achieve. It is more than a physical link; it 
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MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD CHAIR

NANCY THORNTON, RVA BOARD CHAIR

represents the shared purpose that has driven municipalities to collaborate across boundaries, align
priorities, and consistently deliver on a vision larger than any one community.

Our 2025–26 Strategic Plan reinforces that we now have the ingredients, alignment, and public support
needed to complete the remaining southwest segment. The plan outlines a clear, achievable pathway for
land access, phased development, interpretation, wayfinding, and stewardship. It gives us both direction
and urgency at a time when the region is poised to fully realize the value of a connected river valley. 

Completing this final section is not simply a construction objective; it is a generational opportunity to create
a legacy. A fully connected Amisk Wacîw Mêskanaw Trail will unlock regional-scale economic and tourism
benefits, enabling festivals, events, and world-class visitor experiences. It will create a continuous
low‑carbon transportation corridor aligned with climate, health, and active‑living goals across all levels of
government. And it will expand equitable access to nature and recreation for thousands of residents.

What continues to set this project apart is the innovation and cooperation that power it. Few regions in
North America have demonstrated this level of sustained multi‑municipal collaboration. The RVA has united
six municipalities – Parkland County, Devon, the City of Edmonton, Strathcona County, the City of Fort
Saskatchewan and Sturgeon County, provincial and federal partners, and private‑sector supporters in a
shared vision for North America’s largest urban river valley trail. This model of partnership is not only
delivering world‑class infrastructure; it is setting a benchmark for how governments can work together to
create lasting public value. 

At the heart of this trail is a deeper responsibility, reflected in the gifted name Amisk Wacîw Mêskanaw
(Beaver Hill Road Trail), bestowed by Elder Jerry Saddleback through ceremony. This name grounds our
work in Indigenous history, language, and stewardship, reminding us that completing this trail is also an act
of honouring relationships and strengthening our connection to the land. 

Our progress is only possible because of the people who power this organization. To our Board members,
committees, and dedicated volunteers, I extend a heartfelt thank you for your leadership, insight, and
unwavering commitment. And to the RVA staff, whose expertise and determination propel this work every
single day, your contributions are felt in every kilometre of trail that opens, every partnership strengthened,
and every milestone achieved. You are the foundation of our success.

This is our moment. The momentum is real, the path is clear, and the opportunity is historic. Together, we
can complete the Amisk Wacîw Mêskanaw Trail and deliver a legacy our municipalities—and our entire
region—will celebrate for decades to come.



KRISTINE ARCHIBALD, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

In 2025, the River Valley Alliance reached an important milestone. The
opening of the Amisk Wâciw Âsokan (Beaver Hills) pedestrian bridge,
connecting Edmonton and Strathcona County, marked a defining
moment in the development of the region’s shared river valley trail
system. With this connection in place, the RVA’s regional trail has now
reached 75 percent completion, spanning 75 kilometres across our
partner municipalities. For those who have followed the RVA’s work
over the years, this achievement represents far more than the
completion of a bridge. It reflects almost two decades of collaboration
between municipalities, governments, and communities working
toward a shared vision for the North Saskatchewan River Valley in the
Edmonton region.

The past year also brought meaningful progress in strengthening the
cultural and community dimensions of our work. The RVA’s Indigenous
Committee continues to provide invaluable guidance and leadership,
including through the 2025 Moccasin and Medicine Trail Walk series.
These gatherings created opportunities for learning, reflection, and
connection within the river valley landscape while deepening
understanding of the cultural histories and relationships that shape this
place.

Momentum also continued toward completing the final 25 kilometres
of the regional trail. In 2025, the Province of Alberta confirmed grant
funding to support preliminary work related to this remaining segment.
This commitment represents an important step as the RVA works with
the City of Edmonton and regional partners to align planning efforts
and prepare for the work required to advance the final phase of the
trail in the years ahead.

Throughout the year, I also had the opportunity to present updates to
each of our six shareholder municipalities—Devon, Parkland County,
Edmonton, Strathcona County, Fort Saskatchewan, and Sturgeon
County. These conversations reaffirmed the strength of the regional
partnership that has guided the RVA since its earliest days.

As we look ahead, the focus of our work is increasingly shifting from
vision to delivery. The groundwork now underway will help move the
final segment of trail from long-term aspiration toward completion,
bringing the RVA closer to its long-standing goal of a fully connected
100-kilometre regional trail system. At its heart, this project has always
been about more than building a trail. It is about creating a shared
regional legacy—one that strengthens connections between
communities while protecting the natural and cultural landscapes of
the North Saskatchewan River Valley for generations to come.

I want to thank our municipal and Indigenous partners, government
supporters, and community champions whose continued collaboration
is making this vision possible. It is my passion and privilege to be part
of this shared regional effort.

MESSAGE FROM THE
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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In 2025, the Beaver Hills Bridge connecting Edmonton and Strathcona County was
completed, closing a major gap in the trail network. This important crossing over the North
Saskatchewan River now provides uninterrupted trail connectivity from Lamoureux in
Sturgeon County to the West Henday Bridge in southwest Edmonton.
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PROJECTS SUMMARY
In 2025, the vision of a fully connected 100 km trail through the North Saskatchewan River
Valley moved closer to reality with the completion of the Beaver Hills Bridge connecting
Edmonton and Strathcona County and the installation of new trail signage.

AMISK WÂCIW ÂSOKAN (BEAVER HILLS BRIDGE) IS COMPLETED 

WAYFINDING AND INTERPRETIVE SIGNAGE 
In 2025, eight interpretive signs were installed across the six
partner municipalities along the Amisk Wacîw Mêskanaw Trail,
each featuring the trail name, regional context, and a QR code
linking to the digital River Valley trail map. The majority of the
wayfinding symbols—designed by Dene-Métis artist Matthew
Weigel—have also been installed within the City of Edmonton,
with installation in surrounding municipalities planned for spring
2026. Together, these features enhance navigation while sharing
deeper cultural and historical connections along the trail.

PRINTED TRAIL MAP
In 2025, work began on a printed map of the 100 km Amisk
Wacîw Mêskanaw Trail, designed to showcase parks, viewpoints,
landmarks, and cultural sites along the North Saskatchewan
River Valley. The map is expected to go to print in
spring/summer 2026.

https://www.strathcona.ca/council-county/plans-and-reports/strategiesframeworks/open-space-facility-projects/parks-fields-trails/amisk-waciw-asokan/
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RIVER VALLEY ALLIANCE
INDIGENOUS COMMITTEE
(FORMERLY TRUTH AND
RECONCILIATION COMMITTEE)
THE MOCCASIN AND MEDICINE TRAIL WALK SERIES

In 2025, the River Valley Alliance Indigenous Committee (formerly the Truth and Reconciliation
Committee) hosted the Moccasin and Medicine Trail Walk Series, a powerful series of land-
based gatherings led by Elder Lance Cardinal. Five events were held throughout the season,
with one cancelled due to weather. Through traditional teachings, storytelling, plant
identification, and land-based games, participants were invited to reconnect with the land and
deepen their understanding of Indigenous knowledge and relationships to nature. Each event
was warmly received, with strong attendance and positive feedback from participants inspired
by the opportunity to learn and walk together.
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WHAT'S AHEAD
The River Valley Alliance continues to focus on completing the remaining sections of the 100
km Amisk Wacîw Mêskanaw Trail and strengthening connections between communities along
the North Saskatchewan River Valley. Building on recent milestones—including the completion
of the Beaver Hills Bridge and the installation of interpretive and wayfinding signage—the RVA
will continue to advocate for funding and partnerships needed to complete the final 25 km of
trail in southwest Edmonton.

LAND ACCESS
Work will continue to explore land access opportunities in the southwest quadrant—from
Rabbit Hill Creek to the West Anthony Henday Bridge—to support completion of the remaining
trail segments. This includes identifying potential rights-of-way and partnerships that will help
close the final gap in the regional trail network.

GOVERNMENT AND PARTNER FUNDING
The RVA will continue engaging with municipal, provincial, and federal partners to advocate for
collaborative funding that will support completion of Phase 2 infrastructure and the final
connections needed to realize the vision of a fully connected 100 km regional trail.

STRATEGIC PLAN
The River Valley Alliance will continue implementing priorities identified in the Strategic Plan,
focusing on securing funding, advancing Phase 2 infrastructure, and expanding opportunities
for people of all ages and abilities to experience the trail. Continued efforts will also support
responsible trail use, public awareness, and protecting the natural environment that makes the
river valley so unique.

PRINTED TRAIL MAP
Development of a printed map of the Amisk Wacîw Mêskanaw Trail began in 2025 and will
continue through 2026. The map will highlight parks, viewpoints, landmarks, and cultural sites
along the North Saskatchewan River Valley and is expected to go to print in spring/summer
2026.

https://rivervalley.ab.ca/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/Strat-Plan-2025-2026-4.pdf


2025 was another vibrant year of community engagement for the River Valley Alliance.
Through a diverse range of events and outreach activities, we connected with trail
users, volunteers, students, and nature lovers across the region.

Together with the Community Engagement Committee, the RVA hosted eight guided
walks throughout the year, including geocaching adventures, cross-country skiing,
bird walks in partnership with Earth’s General Store, Talking Rock Tours with Keith
Diakiw, and the popular Devon Mushroom Walk led by Martin “The Mushroom Man.”
These experiences encouraged participants to explore the river valley while learning
more about the land, local ecology, and the Amisk Wacîw Mêskanaw Trail.

Our annual spring trail clean-up once again brought volunteers together to care for
and celebrate the river valley. The event concluded with a volunteer appreciation BBQ,
made possible through grant support from Trans Canada Trail.

Cycling events continued to grow in popularity, with three bike rides highlighting
different sections of the trail system and offering participants a new way to experience
the river valley landscape.

Education and youth engagement also remained an important part of our work. The
RVA delivered four presentations at Riverhawks School and additional presentations at
schools across Edmonton, sharing the story of the River Valley Alliance and the
collaboration required to build and maintain a continuous regional trail system.

The River Valley Alliance also expanded its presence at community events, hosting an
information booth at the Town of  Devon’s 75th anniversary celebration, the Mushroom
Expo and the Fort Family Festival, which welcomed an estimated 2,500 attendees.
These outreach opportunities helped introduce new audiences to the RVA’s work and
build support for the vision of a fully connected 100 km trail through the North
Saskatchewan River Valley.

Through these events and partnerships, the River Valley Alliance continues to
strengthen connections between people, communities, and the land while inspiring
greater appreciation for the river valley and the shared vision of completing the Amisk
Wacîw Mêskanaw Trail.
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CONNECTING WITH COMMUNITY
2025 WAS A FULL YEAR OF EVENTS



09 |  Annual Report 2025



GOVERNANCE 
AND STAFF
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Nancy Thornton 
Chair

Municipal Directors
Councillor Ben Gronberg, Town of Devon 
Councillor Sally Kucher Johnson, Parkland County
Councillor Michael Janz, City of Edmonton - left October 2025
Councillor Ashley Salvador, City of Edmonton
Councillor Jon Morgan, City of Edmonton - Joined October 2025
Councillor Robert Parks, Strathcona County -  Left October 2025
Councillor Katie Berghofer, Strathcona County - Joined October 2025
Councillor Patrick Noyen, City of Fort Saskatchewan -  Left October 2025
Councillor Gordon Harris, City of Fort Saskatchewan - Joined October 2025
Councillor Dan Derouin, Sturgeon County - Left October 2025
Councillor Amanda Papadopoulos, Sturgeon County - Joined October 2025

Directors at Large
Gary Lukawesky, Devon 
Mark McRae, City of Edmonton
Nancy Thornton, Strathcona County
Brad Armstrong, Strathcona County
Marilyn Cox, Edmonton - Appointed April 2024
Anita Cardinal, Edmonton - Appointed April 2024
Jonathan Kaida, Edmonton - Appointed April 2024
Graham Taylor, Edmonton - Joined October 2025
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COMMITTEES
GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE
Marilyn Cox, Committee Chair
Nancy Thornton, Board Chair

Brad Armstrong, Committee Chair 
Pat Butler
Darryl Howery
Adam Shamchuk
Marcel Chichak
Nancy Thornton, RVA Board Chair 

IMPLEMENTATION COMMITTEE

Mark McRae, Committee Chair
Neil Cockburn 
Nancy Thornton, RVA Board Chair

FINANCE COMMITTEE

FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE
Jonathan Kaida, Committee Chair
Bobbi-Sue Menard
Clinton Senkow
Cathy Aspen
Marilyn Cox 
Nancy Thornton, RVA Board Chair

INDIGENOUS COMMITTEE
Anita Cardinal, Committee Chair
Anna Marie Sewell
Shawna Serniak
Councillor Ashley Salvador
Emma Ausford
Lance Scout - Joined March 2025
Penelope Moon Walker - Joined Sept 2025
Annabelle Ouellet - Joined Sept 2025
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT COMMITTEE
Gary Lukawesky, Town of Devon, Committee Chair 
Shelley Spangler, Parkland County
Jaimy Miller, Parkland County 
Grant Geldart, Town of Devon
Suzanne McAfee, City of Edmonton
Graham Taylor, City of Edmonton
Shelly Chen, City of Edmonton
Chris Edgelow, City of Edmonton
Emma Ausford, City of Edmonton - Left December 2025
Andrea Kluck, City of Edmonton - Left December 2025
Elaan Zaleschuk, Strathcona County 
Gordon Barnhart, Strathcona County - Left December 2025
Maryann Woodman, Fort Saskatchewan
John MacMillan, Fort Saskatchewan
Amanda Papadopoulos, Sturgeon County - Left November 2025
Chelsea Turner, Sturgeon County - Left November 2025
Jason Kent, Sturgeon County - Joined November 2025
Don Galloway, Sturgeon County - Joined November 2025

CEC AMBASSADORS 
Laura Brown
Brian Adeney
Allan Bly

LANDMARK IDENTIFICATION COMMITTEE
- SEPT 2025
Marcel Chicak, Committee Chair
Alex Steida
Kathryn Ivany
Keith Diakiw
Mark Connolly



VOLUNTEERS

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
COMMITTEE
Thank you to our Community Engagement Committee members
for their continued dedication and support of the RVA through
community outreach! 
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STAFF
Kristine Archibald, Executive Director
Makennah Walker, Marketing and Communications Manager
Tara Delver, Administrative Coordinator 

SPECIAL THANKS
Phil Krysa, Principal, Architectural Works Inc
Shannon Clarkson of C and Co
Kyle Matheson and Daniel Mah, NetSmart
Trevor Tessier, Strong Coffee Marketing
Chris Schulte, King and Company Chartered Accountants
Thomas Rotundo, King and Company Chartered Accountants
Jason Pfeifer, Pfeifer Design + Associates

SPONSORS:
NON-CAPITAL PROJECTS
Trans Canada Trail
Edmonton Community Foundation
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SUMMARY OF FINANCIAL
STATEMENTS
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